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“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” 

J. Addison 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



 
June 2020 
 
Dear Students and Families: 
 
The English Language Arts teachers at Henry Hudson Regional are proud to present the 2020 Summer Reading 
program.  Building on the positive feedback they received from previous years, and in recognition of the highly 
unusual remote learning circumstances currently in place, the following considerations were critical in the 
development of this assignment: 

● Student access to physical book choices may be limited this year, with the closure of the school building, 
public libraries and most retail establishments.  

● While we can expect that some students will have access to digital format books, we cannot guarantee that 
this will be true for all students.  

● With social distancing and remote learning circumstances still in place, our normal summer routines and 
practices may be significantly disrupted this year. 

● All Henry Hudson Regional School students are encouraged to keep their minds active and engaged through 
the summer months, and summer reading is a great way to accomplish this goal. 

 
With these important considerations in mind, several changes have been made to the summer reading program for 
the Summer of 2020. 

● The Suggested Summer Reading List contains teacher recommendations of high-interest, appropriate 
books for various levels of students. However, students are free to choose any grade and/or level 
appropriate book with the permission and support of their parent/guardian. Approval from the district of 
off-list books will not be necessary this year, so long as students have chosen a book that is appropriate for 
their grade and/or level and they have the approval of their guardian.  

● The Summer Reading Assignments will be optional this year, and students will receive extra credit in their 
English Language Arts class if they choose to complete the work.  

● Please note: Extra credit points are contingent upon students having selected a book appropriate for their 
grade level and/or reading level.  Please be prepared to discuss your selection with your teacher in 
September, and please reach out to Christina Egan (cegan@tri-district.us) with any questions. 

 
We genuinely hope that all students will elect to participate in the summer reading program to stay engaged and to 
get a strong start to the new school year! 

 
Summer Reading Assignment Options (Please choose one): 

 
Option 1:  A Summer Reading Synopsis Sheet that is due on the first day of school and is worth extra 
credit points on the first major assessment in English Language Arts class. 

OR 
Option 2: A 2-3 page reflection paper on your selected book that is due on the first day of school and is 
worth extra credit points on the first major assessment in English Language Arts class.  

 
As always, we strongly encourage parents to preview the selections and even read the texts with their children: this 
provides a great opportunity for discussion about the text that not only prepares the student better for their work in 
ELA class next year but also helps readers learn more by thinking on a deeper level. 

 
We hope you enjoy the recommendations, and we can’t wait to see our students return to school healthy, well 
rested and well read!  As always, please feel free to contact me with any of your questions about the program.  
Have a great summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Christina Egan 
Tri-District Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

 

mailto:cegan@tri-district.us


 

Suggested Summer Reading Titles 
 

Entering Grade 7 (see the addendum for descriptions!) 
Brooklyn Bridge (Hesse) 
Click Here (Vega) 
Football Genius (Green) 
Freak the Mighty (Philbrick) 
Life of Pi (Martel) 
The Outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place (Konigsburg) 
Travel Team (Lupica) 
 
Entering Grade 8  
Access Denied (Vega) 
Call It Courage (Sperry) 
I Am a Seal Team Six Warrior (Wasdin) 
*Lord of the Rings (Tolkien) 
Max the Mighty (Philbrick) 
*The Miracle Worker (Gibson) 
Paper Towns (Green) 
Something for Joey (Peck) 
 
Entering Grade 9 
The Color Purple (Walker) 
The DaVinci Code (Brown) 
Go Ask Alice (Anonymous) 
The Help (Stockett) 
I am the Messenger (Zusak) 
Go Set a Watchman (Lee) 
Room (Donoghue) 
Water for Elephants (Gruen) 
 
Entering Grade 10 
The Awakening (Chopin) 
The Crystal Cave (Stewart) 
The Eyes of the Dragon (King) 
Lady of Avalon (Zimmer) 
Left Hand of God (Hoffman) 
Lightning (Koontz) 
Rabbit, Run (Updike) 
Shadow Fires (Koontz) 
Snow Falling on Cedars (Guterson) 
The Sound and the Fury (Faulkner) 
What I Talk About When I Talk About Running (Murakami) 
 
Entering Grade 11 
Angela's Ashes (McCourt) 
The Crystal Cave (Stewart) 
Dolores Clairborne (King) 
Dragon Tears (Koontz) 
Heart of Darkness (Conrad) 
Icebound (Koontz) 
Hollow Hills (Stewart) 
Lady of Avalon (Zimmer) 
The Mists of Avalon (Zimmer) 

Prodigal Son (Koontz) 
Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different (Blumenthal) 
 
Entering Grade 12 
The Adoration of Jenna Fox (Pearson) 
The Alchemist (Coehlo) 
The Double Helix (Watson) 
Everyday (Levithan) 
The First Time She Drowned (Kletter) 
Friday Night Lights (Bissinger) 
The Glass Castle: A Memoir (Walls) 
A House in the Sky (Lindhout) 
How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents (Alvarez) 
Infinite in Between (Mackler) 
Into the Wild (Krakauer) 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks (Skloot) 
The Longitude Prize (Dash) 
The Memory Keeper’s Daughter (Edwards) 
We Were Liars (lockhart) 
 

Alternative Title Selection: Teaching staff at Henry Hudson 
Regional recommended the titles listed above. However, 
any student who wishes to select a text that is not on this 
list may do so with the permission and support of their 
parent/guardian.  Here are some suggestions to find a “just-
right” book: 
1. Go to https://fab.lexile.com input the title of a book for 

which you’d like to know a Lexile score.  If a Lexile score 
is available, it will appear on the bottom of the page.   

2. Looking for free e-books? 

• Middle School: go to www.getepic.com/students 
and enter class code ipy5468 

• Check out your local library’s site for free access to 
e-books! https://monmouthcountylib.org/library-
branches/atlantic-highlands/ 

• You can also find great classic works on Project 
Gutenberg – here are their top downloaded titles: 
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/search/%3Fsort
_order%3Ddownloads 

 

 

      
   

 
 

                                                                                    
 
 
 
 

Summer Reading Lexile Chart 

Grade Band Summer Reading Lexile Range 

Going into 7 or 8 760L - 960L 

Going into 9 or 10 960L - 1070L 

Going into 11 or 12 Above 1070L 

https://fab.lexile.com/
http://www.getepic.com/students
https://monmouthcountylib.org/library-branches/atlantic-highlands/
https://monmouthcountylib.org/library-branches/atlantic-highlands/
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/search/%3Fsort_order%3Ddownloads
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/search/%3Fsort_order%3Ddownloads


 
 

 
Option 1 

All Middle and High School Students 
                                      
         

SUMMER READING SYNOPSIS SHEET                                                                          
 
Name_________________________________________ 
 
This sheet is due on the first day of school.  If we are in-person, you may bring it with you to school on the 
first day. If we are still engaged in remote learning, you may email it directly to your English Language Arts 
teacher (check your 2020-2021 class schedule). In total, your response to this Summer Reading Synopsis 
Sheet should be roughly 2-3 pages in length. 
 
Please note that it is always important to avoid plagiarism by not copying and pasting discussion or 
analyses from websites, etc.  In other words, please submit your own responses in your own words.  
 
Title_______________________________________  Author___________________________________ 
 
1. Identify and explain the main characters/key participants and a brief description of each:  
2. Identify and examine the setting (time and place): 
3. Identify and explain the main conflict and how it is resolved: 
4. Identify and explain 5-7 key events from the book in chronological order: 
5. Identify and explain a theme (major idea) found in the book: 
6. Identify three examples of evidence from the book that helped you identify the theme (major idea): 
7. Choose a short passage you think is important in this book. Write the passage and page number, and      
    tell why you chose the passage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Option 2 
All Middle and High School Students 

 
 
SUMMER READING REFLECTION ESSAY  
 

Name_________________________________________ 
 
This essay is due on the first day of school.  If we are in-person, you may bring it with you to school on the 
first day. If we are still engaged in remote learning, you may email it directly to your English Language Arts 
teacher (check your 2020-2021 class schedule). In total, your response to this Summer Reading Reflection 
Essay should be roughly 2-3 pages in length. 
 
Please note that it is always important to avoid plagiarism by not copying and pasting discussion or 
analyses from websites, etc.  In other words, please submit your own responses in your own words.  
 
Title_______________________________________  Author___________________________________ 
 
Directions: Please provide a brief synopsis of your book (approximately 1 paragraph). Next, please share 
2-3 of your key takeaways from the book, along with evidence from the text and connections to yourself, 
other books or texts, universal themes, or to the world. Remember that your teacher will be looking for 
evidence of your thinking and engagement with the text. Have fun! 
 


